Relapsed and refractory Hodgkin's lymphoma: new avenues?
Relapse or progression following therapy for Hodgkin's lymphoma occurs in 10% to 60% of patients depending on initial clinical stage. Patterns of failure in advanced disease determine prognosis of salvage therapy. Progression or early relapse after less than 12 months requires intensive salvage therapy. Only late, isolated, asymptomatic relapse, which occurs in less than 25% of those relapsing from systemic therapy, can be treated with conventional-dose chemotherapy with or without radiation. Overall about 40% to 50% of relapses from advanced disease can be salvaged with higher percentages for patients relapsing from early stage disease.